
The Vietnam War Years



 Unsuccessful – South Vietnam Falls

 Divided the Nation – Hawks/Doves

 “Living Room” War – TV Influence

 America’s Longest War – (1965:1973)

 Fighting in the Jungle – New Tactics

 Campus Protests – Kent State

 Draft Lottery

Why is Vietnam different?



Domino theory

• President Eisenhower defended U.S. policy in Vietnam by stressing the 

Domino Theory.

• The belief that if Vietnam fell to communism, so too would the other nations 

of Southeast Asia.
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Vietnam Background



Geneva accords
• Divided along the 17th parallel.

• Ho Chi Minh controls North Vietnam.

• Vietminh:  member of a 

communist nationalist movement that 

fought from Vietnamese 

Independence from French rule.

• Vietcong: a communist guerrilla 

force that fought South Vietnam.

• The South led by Ngo Dinh Diem

• A pro-Western and Anti-Communist 

regime.

NORTH VIETNAM WANTED TO 
REUNITE VIETNAM UNDER 

COMMUNIST RULE!!!!



Dwight Eisenhower

• Gave aid to the 
South

• Proposed the 
“Domino Theory”

John F. Kennedy

• Sent military 
advisers to train the 
South Vietnamese 
troops.

• 16,000 Troops

Lyndon B. Johnson

• Inherited Kennedy’s 
policy.

• Initiated Operation 
Rolling Thunder.

Presidential Decisions Leading Up to 

the War



Gulf of Tonkin resolution

 North Vietnamese torpedo boats had fired on 
two American destroyers in the Gulf of Tonkin.

 President Johnson ordered American aircraft 
to attack North Vietnamese ships and naval 
facilities.

 He did not reveal that the American warships 
had been the South Vietnamese conduct 
electronic spying.

 August 7, 1964, the Senate and House passed 
the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, authorizing the 
president to “take all the necessary measures 
to repel any armed attack to prevent further 
aggressions.”



Massive Bombing Campaign

Began March 2, 1965

Build Morale in the South

Convince the North to cease activities

Destroy the infrastructures in the North

 Termed a strategic failure in 1968

Operation Rolling Thunder
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Napalm/agent orange

 To encounter Vietcong’s 

tactics, American troops 
went on “search and 

destroy” mission.

 American planes dropped 

napalm, jellied gasoline 

that explodes on contact. 

 Used Agent Orange, a 

chemical that strips leaves 
from trees and shrubs, 

turning farmland and forest 

into wasteland.



Tet offensive (1968)

 Vietcong committed  brutal 

acts of terror against South 
Vietnam.

 Demonstrated the U.S. was far 

away from victory.

 Roy Benavidez—war hero!!! 

 Congressional Medal of Honor



Guerilla warfare

 Vietcong guerrilla fighters 

would sneak up 
on unaware U.S. troops, 

attack them, and leave 

before risking capture.

• Guerrilla: a member of 

a small independent 

group taking part in 

irregular fighting, typically 

against larger forces.



Ho Chi Minh Trail 

 Used by the North 

Vietnamese as a route for 

its troops to get to the 

South.

 Supply route for 

weapons, food and 

equipment.



Vietnamization 
 US had fought North Vietnam 

away from capital Saigon, but 

unrest was brewing in America

 South Vietnam, gradually took 

over the brunt of the fighting.

 U.S. withdrawal forces.

 Nixon increased American 

bombing of  North Vietnam 

and provided military aid to 

South Vietnam.

 End of the war!



Fall of Saigon 1975

 Today called Ho Chi Minh City.

 Marked the end of Vietnam 
War.

 Many Americans were still in 
city

 Evacuation took place—they 
had to decide what 
Vietnamese to save…. 

 South Vietnamese who 
supported the Americans and 
did not escape were sent to 
communist “re-education” 
camps. 



Results of the Vietnam War

 North Vietnamese victory.

 Withdrawal of America forces.

 Communist governments take power 

in South Vietnam, Laos and 

Cambodia.

 South Vietnam is annexed by North 

Vietnam.



Topics for comic

 Domino Theory

 Tet Offensive

 Vietnamization

 The fall of Saigon

 War tactics


